Principal’'s Message — March 2010

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,

Welcome back...a lot happened in our district just prior to the Olympic/Spring break. Sea to Sky School Dis-
trict's Board of Education made some decisions around Reconfiguration for both DRS & HSS for Sept, 2010.
Please take some time to read the entire newsletter in order to make sure you are caught up to speed. Don
Ross held a wonderful celebration of all our student achievements just prior to the break which culminated in
watching the Olympic torch go right past our school. Congratulations to all our students who continue to excel
in many areas....academics, arts, athletics, service, and to those who shone in their various roles during the
Olympics. A complete list is included inside.

Reconfiguration at DRS

Beginning the Fall of 2010, DRS will be receiving ALL of the students in Grade 8 for the district. This will be
part of a two-year plan to eventually have all district Grade 8s and 9s at DRS, and all Gr. 10s, 11s and 12s at
HSS. Next year's Grade 9s and 10s will move to HSS together in the Fall of 2011. At that point, DRS wiill
have Grade 8 and Gr. 9 students only.

Academics

Parent/Teacher/Student night is coming up on Thursday March 11th. In order to meet with your child’s
teacher we are asking that you book an appointment by going online at
http://drss.schoolappointments.com/admin/

The time between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. has been broken into 10 minute spots allowing for each teacher to see
17 parents for a total of 476 appointments. We realize, as with the lining up method, that not all parents will
be able to see some teachers. A list of those unable to get an appointment with a specific teacher will be
given to the teacher and they will contact you to set up a separate appointment, if necessary. We ask all our
parents to utilize these events if you have serious concerns about your child’s future. All students will be
bringing home “Student Progress Reports” on Monday. However, | would like to caution that these marks
reflect only four weeks of work and can change quite a bit between now and mid-term report cards in April.
Please keep in contact with your child’s teacher. All staff members are available via email by first initial, fol-
lowed by last name plus @sd48.bc.ca.

For those of you who would like to meet your child’s teacher in a more social setting, we will be hosting a two
hour “open house” at Don Ross in May, where there will be tours of the school, bands playing, and a variety
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Arts

Be sure not to miss our first Grade 8 Band Concert on Thursday, March 18th at 7 p.m. Visual art students
are beginning to work on a mural. The cast has been selected for A Midsummer Night's Dream and re-
hearsals begin on Thursdays and Mondays after school. The play will be presented at the beginning of
May.

Sports

Track is underway with practices on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. Mountain-biking gets underway
mid-March with the first competition being held mid-April. Golf begins next week with a first game near
the end of March.

Service

Our Interact Club is hosting the 30 Hour Famine on Friday, March 26th and expects to raise over $3000!
This particular group is extremely active at Don Ross and we are thrilled to see so many of our students
thinking on a global level. We have also been thinking “green”. Each week, a different class is responsi-
ble for cleaning up our school grounds. Students are responsible, daily, for keeping our hallways and
MPR clean. Mr. Rizun and his team do a great job of recycling. We also encourage teachers and stu-
dents to turn off unnecessary lights when possible and to continue to “think green”.

NEXT YEAR...2010-2011

Counsellors are currently visiting classrooms and most students have made their course selections. In
addition to students and staff, the Social Responsibility Committee, the School Planning Council, the Par-
ent Advisory Council, teachers, and students are all in discussions about goals and priorities for
2010/2011. To have your voice heard, one of the best ways is to participate in our PAC meetings — next
one is Tuesday, March 9 at 7 p.m. in the Don Ross Library, fill out our parent survey, the Ministry Satis-
faction Survey, or simply give myself of Mr. Massey a call at 898-3671. You can also e-mail me at
cperkins@sd48bc.ca.

VANOC 2010 — Congratulations!

It was wonderful to return to school today and hear all about the fabulous experiences, events, concerts,
favourite moments, and, of course, that hockey game! Go Canada, go! Congratulations to all of our torch
bearers, participants, and volunteers. We are extremely proud of all of you.

Sincerely,

Christine Perkins

Principal

Don Ross Secondary

E-mail: cperkins@sd48.bc.ca
Phone: 604-898-3671

Fax: 604-898-4672
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l ~ \ + Howe Sound School Counsellors & Administration are extending an invi-

tation to the Parents of Grade 10 & 11 Students to attend an important
information meeting as follows:

Course Planning Night

Tuesday March 2
7:00—9:00 p.m.
Eagle Eye Theatre
Agenda for evening will include:

Course selection process

Overview of graduation requirements
Post Secondary requirements

Grade 10 & 12

Provincial Exam Results
Available Online, The January 2010

Provincial examination results will be posted to the Student Secure Web on Thursday
March 4, 2010.

Https://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/tsw/tsw/student/
Your PEN # is required.
It is a 9 digit number which can be obtained from your report card.

Parent Teacher Interviews
Thursday March 11th
4:00—7:00 p.m.
Appointments can be made online by visiting:
http://drss.schoolappointments.com/admin/
You must login or register to book appointments

A limit of two appointments per student & teacher will apply for this
round of interviews.

If you have any questions, please email Mrs. S. Franchini
sfranchini@sd48.bc.ca

Page 3



I

Student Council Reps
Cole Stefiuk

Mackenzie Jackson

Library Assistants

Paige Mader

Jaimie Sweeney

Bantam Girls Basketball

Gurvir Atwal

Britt Paley-Louttit
Alaina Mackenzie
Alison Fitschen
Robyn Marjoribanks
Martina Pontini
Alex Praine

Jesse Randhawa

Erin Ross

Junior Girls Basketball

Kayley Verbeek
Jessica Wike
Elaina Bourque
Megan Brant
Teri-Rose Davis
Brittany Shier
Hannah Jarvis
Maegan Bruce

Karmen Mooney

Bantam Boys Basketball

Keenan Cartwright
Cameron Dare
Harchand Dhaliwal
Randeep Grewal
Phoenix Karadimas
Justin Lawrence
Angus MacKay
Mark McChesney
Connor Richards
James Shin

Stefan Thomas

Connor Wike

Junior Boys Basketball

Ricky Souza

Jeff Tang

Brendan Adrian
Griffin Dare
James Kyle
Brendan Bantayen
Chase MacDougall
Rob Leigh

Scott MacDonald

Josh Hoenisch

Ski and Snowboard
Rob Leigh

Alex Praine

Luke Wilson

Brendan Adrian

Torch Celebration Singers

Jozee Jhuty
Megan Brant
Naiomi Lu

Lucy Bogle
Jooah Lee

Ariel Fleing
Cheyenne Smith
Hannah Jarvis

Awards Ceremony Volunteers

Jessica Wike
Naiomi Lu
Angela Cho
Marine Wilson
Teri-Rose Davis

Jordana Seguin

Olympic Volunteers

Cheyenne Smith
Nick Lowe
Connor Wike
Anthony Wuster
Blair Chartrand
Swo-Wo Gabriel
Jocelyn Romano
Christie Lowe
Emma Day
Destiny Leveridge
Rob Leigh
Abbey Heilig

Torch Bearers
Myia Antone
Dominick Harry
Jocelyn Pettit

Mr. Olivier Gendron

Special Congratulations to Jocelyn Pettit for releasing her first CD, Cheyenne Smith for playing in the Jocelyn Pettit Band and to
Dakotah Newman for his 1st place in the Aboriginal Snowboard Competition. Congratulations to Hollie Sones who was selected for
the Biathlon BC Team and will represent BC at Biathlon Nationals held in Canmore this March 4th -10th.
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Grade 8 Honour Roll

Kaden Bauer

Luc Harvey
Jasmine Meikle
Dean Van Tassel
James Shin
Jasmine Lalli
Simran Minhas
Cody Knopp

Erika Carney
Thomas Drewry
Cedar Fitchl
Raymond Messier
Shannon Sorenson
Eliza Darby
Jocelyn Decook
Phoenix Karadimas
Jessica Roberge
Taito Okamoto
Nicole Pederson
Ben Wade

Alyssa Macpherson
Rory Mitchell
Gordon Borchert
Adam Dean
Maggie Heilig

Joy Keeler
Gabrielle Labrenz
Malcolm Thomson
Alaina Mackenzie
Megan Sayle
Cameron Dare
Coral Newell

Britt Paley-Louttit

Grade 9 Honour Roll
Angela Cho

Brendan Bantayen
Tessa Martin

Neil McClean

Kyle McCreanor
Marley McLeod
Andre Chiasson
Teri-Rose Davis
Kieran Devlin
Jooah Lee

Paige Mader

John Thomson
Alex McEachran
Daniel Munn
Daniel Sarcevic
Brittany Shier
Natalie Gates
Jamie Sweeney
Ariel Van Brummelen

Yufei Wang

Grade 10 Honour Roll

Blair Chartrand
Marc Laventure
Griffin Dare
James Kyle
Gurtinder Bisla
Abbey Heilig
Maia Kilby
Gagan Minhas
Eric Reynolds
Kat Ross
Ryleigh Scott

Grade 10 Honour Roll cont.

Hollie Sones
Ricky Souza
Darcy Sutherland
Kaydee Wilhelm

Grade 8 Principal’s List

Myia Antone

Kevin Kerr

Robyn Marjoribanks
Connor Richards
Erin Ross

Alysha Russell
Stefan Thomas
Connor Wike

Grade 9 Principal’s List

Maegan Bruce
Jordana Seguin
Natalie Fincham
Jama Hanson
Jaimie Lawrence

Chase MacDougall

Grade 10 Principal’s List

Alana Acorn
Megan Brant
Stefan Dawydiak
Jordan Gerrard
Josh Hoenisch
Julie Kerr
Naiomi Lu
Helena Neudorf
Charlie Robinson
Cheyenne Smith
Rebecca Stroh
Charlotte Venables
Kayley Verbeek

Jessica Wike
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Satisfaction Survey 2009/10

The Provincial Satisfaction Survey is unique in its scope, size and usefulness to

schools. It gathers information from parents, teachers and students on topics related to
school environment, safety, and achievement. The information is used for

planning in individual schools and provides a district and provincial perspective.

The Satisfaction Survey will be administered to students in grades 10 and 12,
their parents, and will be available to all school staff. We encourage parents to
participate in this survey, which contains standard questions from the Ministry of

Education. This year, the survey can be completed electronically and can be accessed
on the Internet at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey

Any computer with an Internet connection can be used, and access to the e-
survey is simple and secure. All that is required is a logon number that the school
will provide to participants. Please call DRS 604-898-3671 starting March 1 to

be given a logon number.

The e-survey site will be open until March 31, 2010.
Translations are available for parent in 16 languages
at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/translations.htm

Beginning Band 8 Concert March 18 at 7:00 p.m.

Band 8 students are required to attend and wear a white top and black or dark pants
NO JEANS PLEASE!
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The library often gets non-library books returned to it. Currently, we have a dozen
books that belong to students in the school. If one of your child's personal novels has gone
missing, pop by the library to check if we have it, or email the librarian at nhoskin@sd48.bc.ca

Don't forget to weed your own book shelves and send previously loved books our way! We will
be having a book sale on Open House night in May. Donations enthusiastically accepted!
Thanks to those who have already brought in their books for the sale.

Also, February Scholastic Book orders will be submitted on March 2. Pick up a flyer in the li-
brary and place your order today!

Ms. Shelley Hrdlitschka, author of Disconnected, Kit's Fall, Gotcha!, Dancing Naked, Sister
Wife, and Sun Signs, will be visiting our school library on Wednesday, April 21st, between 10 -
11 AM (Block 1). Interested students and aspiring writers will be invited to attend this optional
in-school field trip. If you have a DRSS student that you think should be there, please forward
his or her name to Ms. Hoskin and she will make the arrangements.

Missed a class or forgot to write down the assignme nt?
Check out Ms. Kinzel’s blog

http://mskinzel.blogspot.com/

Math Study Hall?
Monday to Friday in Room 212

Page 7



Next PAC Meeting: March 9th Don Ross Library . Guest Speaker will be Juanita
Coltman, District Administrator, Aboriginal Education

Email anne@languedoc.ca with comments or concerns.

Congratulations to our fabulous cast for our upcom ing production of A Midsummer Night's Dream
Theseus Jordan Gerrard
Egeus Ivy Debinski
Lysander Kelvin Tayag
Demetrius Cody Wright
Philostrate Abbey Heilig
Oberon Alaina MacKenzie
Puck Jama Hansen
Hippolyta Jasmine Meikle
Hermia Christy Lowe
. A Midsummer Night's Dream is a comedy by
Helena Jamie Sweeney William Shakespeare. It is believed to have
Titania Kate Ross been written around 1594 to 1596. It portrays
. . the adventures of four young Athenian lovers
Peter Quince Kaydee Wilhelm and a group of amateur actors, their interac-
Nick Bottom Brett Duff tions with the Duke of Athens, Theseus, and
Francis Flute Zoe Williams the ngen of th_e Am_azons, Hi_ppolyta, and with
) the fairies who inhabit a moonlit forest. The play
Tom Snout Keira Evans is one of Shakespeare's most popular works for
Snug Josie Jhuty the Isdtage and is widely performed across the
world.
Robin Starvling Sophia Raposa

Fairies, Attendants & Musicians

Peaseblossom Mallory Boudewyn

Cobweb Ali Weatherbee

Musicians & Jugglers Rachel Wiklund
Jackson Peters
Isaiah Driver
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The Interact Club of Don Ross Secondary School will be holding its annual 30 Hour Fast on
March 26th, 2010. The fast will start early in the morning of Friday, March 26th at 5:00AM.
Students will eat their last meal for 30 hours at this time. After school is over, students will
return to the school at 7:00PM and will continue to fast until 11:00AM the next morning, Sat-
urday, March 27th. The fast will last for just over 30 hours.

The goal of this event is to help students understand the conditions that so many people
around the world suffer. These conditions are caused by long term water, sleep and food
deprivation. By contrast the only scarcity affecting those participating in the fast will be a
lack of food for thirty hours. Still, their awareness will be heightened. Students at this event
will be asked to raise a minimum of $75.00 before the event.

Please help us to reach our goal of $3000.00 this year. All funds raised will go towards our
major international project, the Emmanuel Boyz Rescue Centre in Nairobi, Kenya. The Em-
manuel Boyz Rescue Center is a school that takes in boys who were living on the streets
and provides schooling and shelter. This center has strong connections to many members
of the Squamish community.

If you have any further questions regarding the 30 Hour Fast or Emmanuel Boys Rescue
Centre, please contact Mrs. Potter-Davey at 604-898-3671 ext. 116.

Keep your ears open for meetings. Information meetings dates will be posted on the follow-
ing website: http://drssinteract2010.blogspot.com/

[ ]

We want to thank all of our dedicated parents that help with our Nutrition Break
Sales and Tina Lanter with our Fruit and Veggie program. Our energetic and
dedicated volunteers to this program are all greatly appreciated!
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Track and Field

Practice Dates—Monday and Wednesday 3:00—4:15 starting after the Olympic Break . Inside workouts
when it is raining.

Competition Dates at the Handsworth Secondary School North Vancouver
Tuesday April 13

Thursday April 15

Thursday April 22

Tuesday April 27 (throws only)

Thursday April 29

Tuesday May 4

Thursday May 6 (throws only)

Everyone is welcome. Cost will be $50.00 and we will compete in age groups against all the school in
North and West Vancouver. Finals will be at Swangard Stadium in Burnaby and during the day, TBA.

Athletes are reminded that to be successful they need to commit to practices, competitions and school
work as well as other activities they are involved in.

The 2010 Olympic Winter Games are now over and Canada, especially us in the
Sea to Sky corridor, did the entire world proud!! GO CANADA GO!
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UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR

&
MARCH 2010
1 School Re-opens
2 OL X Country Trip
Howe Sound gr. 9/10 Course Info Night 7:00—9:00 p.m.
4 January Provincial Exam Results postings online
9 PAC Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. Library
10-12 OL Winter Camp
11 Parent Teacher Interviews 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. —EARLY Dismissal at 1:36 p.m.
Valley Buses leaving early
14 Daylight savings begins
17 St. Patrick’'s Day— Get out your green!
18 Beginning Band Concerts 7:00 p.m.
19 Pro D Day—NO SCHOOL
22 Pro D Day—NO SCHOOL
26 30 Hour Fast
APRIL 2010
1 Pro D Day—NO SCHOOL
2 Good Friday
5 Easter Monday

42091 Ross Road PO BOX 299 Brackendale, BC VON 1HO

Email Address: 1st letter of their first name AND f

604-898-3671 tel /604-898-4672 fax

ull lastname@sd48.bc.ca i.e. cperkins@sd48.bc.ca
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