
 
Welcome back everyone,  
 
Don Ross Secondary is up and running and ready to “Welcome the World”. This year we are 
embarking on a year-long journey to embrace diversity and honour the many places we all 
come from.  We will be hosting visiting cultural groups from as near and far as Canada, the 
U.S.A., Africa, India and Great Britain. You will be hearing more about this from our Leader-
ship and Interact students as the year progresses. In addition, the year is starting out with some 
clear directions around how to handle the H1N1 virus (a separate instructional package will be 
sent home with each child), increased promotion of a “family atmosphere” at school reinforc-
ing the Code of Conduct and anti-bullying expectations of all our school community members, 
and lastly, and unfortunately, tightening of budgets.  
 
By the time you get this newsletter we will have had Photo Day, are getting ready for Grade 
assemblies and the Grade 8s now know their locker combos!  Serious learning is underway and 
we all look forward to meeting our parents on October 1sr at Parent/Teacher/Student Night.  
More information will follow shortly. These meetings are to update parents on student accom-
plishments and areas of concerns to date. Please be aware that due to start-up assemblies, Photo 
Day, and rotating English and P.E. classes this year, some of your teens’ teachers have met 
your child less than ten times.  However, relationships are what we do best at Don Ross and 
this is still a good opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and let them know your dreams and 
concerns for the year.  
 
We expect all our students to try their best, give back, and move and act with dignity and hon-
our.  Please be sure to be in contact with the school as often as possible.  Again, we invite you 
to attend the PAC meeting in the Library on the 15th and see how you can get involved and be 
part of the successes at Don Ross. Everyone is welcome. If you have any concerns, I can be 
reached by email at cperkins@sd48.bc.ca or by phone at 898-3671. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christine Perkins 
Principal 
Don Ross Secondary 
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Mrs. C. Perkins, Principal    Mr. R. Massey, Vice Principal 

Ms. L. Stare, Clerical Assistant   Mrs. S. Franchini, Clerical Assistant  
Website: www.drs.bc.ca   Office tel: 604-898-3671  

September 4, 2009   

42091 Ross Road  PO BOX 299  Brackendale, BC V0N 1H0 604-898-3671 tel  / 604-898-4672 fax 
Email Address: 1st letter of their first name AND f ull lastname@sd48.bc.ca   i.e. cperkins@sd48.bc.ca 
 



PARENTS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
All parents/guardians are welcome to participate in 
the first PAC meeting which is scheduled for  
Tuesday, September 15th, 2009,  at 7:00 p.m. in 
the school library.   See our Don Ross website for all 
PAC dates for the 2009/10 year.   

Apples and Berries and Plums...OH MY!  
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School Goals  
by  School Planning Committee (SPC) �
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P.A.C. Meetings at DRSS  
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STUDENT VERIFICATION FORMS 
To all of you that have already handed in, thank you!  

We would greatly appreciate any changes and/or additions to STUDENT 
CONTACT VERIFICATION FORMS to be sent to office ASAP.  

Thank you  
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The next Julia Child?  

Just a reminder to all the students that proper athletic shoes are required for P.E. 
class extra activities. Have some respect for your feet! They take a beating each and 
every day so make sure you have they are properly protected.   
 
Skateboard shoes are NOT  ideal for P.E. activities often the laces are not tied and 
can often promote injury. 
 
Don Ross P.E. Department  

Got Shoes?  
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MATH DEPARTMENT with Ms. Henderson   

This year’s Student Leadership class is excited about all the ways they can make Don 
Ross an even better school this year.  They met as a group before the first day of school 
to discuss how they could help welcome our new students to Don Ross.  The Leadership 
class was then out in force on the first day of school to help our new grade 8 students find 
their classes and get into their lockers! 
 
The Leadership class volunteers their time weekly to help the school in any way they can.  
They help with pizza sales, special events like photo day, our recycling program, assem-
blies and even read the daily announcements over the PA.  Many thanks to these stu-
dents, who are providing a positive service to their school community. Upcoming events 
sponsored by the Leadership Class are: A Welcome Back Hot Dog BBQ during the sec-
ond week of school (weather dependent), The Terry Fox Run on September 17th, a District 
Virtues Conference (Hosting) September 22nd, Our Parent Teacher Conferences October 
1st and our first dance on October 15th. 

Student Leadership  
Making a difference!   

PIZZA SALES & NUTRITION BREAK SALES  
Please be aware due to the increase of costs to our school. Pizza, Milk and 
Cookie prices will increase as well:  

NEW PRICES EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY  
Pizza $2.00  

Milk $1.00 
Cookie $1.00  

Please note  all proceeds do stay in our school to reduce the  
cost of Yearbooks.   
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Our mountain bike team will start riding this fall. The fall rides are casual and open to eve-
ryone. A great opportunity to stay fit and healthy, make new friends, discover new trails 
and improve you mountain bike skills. You don't have to  be a racer to join the fall rides, 
but if you would like to race in the spring you should come to at least one fall ride. All you 
need is a bike with front and back brakes and a helmet.  
 
See Mr. Gendron for the paperwork or contact him  
ogendron@sd48.bc.ca for more information. 

Sports Talk with Mr. Massey  

SUBWAY and SUNRISE SUSHI are back for  Wednesdays again this 
year. Thanks to the overwhelming success last year, we will once again 
make these delicious options available for Wednesdays at lunch.  
Proceeds go toward our outstanding Bike Team.  See Mr. Gendron for  
further details if needed. ogendron@sd48.bc.ca 

 
 

Subway and Sushi  

Mountain Bike Team  
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Here is a list of ways to help your children become more effective readers.  
1. Set aside a regular time to read to your childre n every day.  
Studies show that regularly reading out loud to children will produce significant gains in reading compre-
hension, vocabulary, and the decoding of words. Whether your children are preschoolers or preteens, it 
will increase their desire to read independently. 
2. Surround your children with reading material.  
Children with a large array of reading materials in their homes score higher on tests. Tempt your kids to 
read by having a large supply of appealing books and magazines at their reading level. Put the reading 
materials in cars, bathrooms, bedrooms, family rooms, and even by the TV.  
3. Have a family reading time.  
Establish a daily 15 to 30 minute time when everyone in the family reads together silently. Seeing you 
read will inspire your children to read. Just 15 minutes of daily practice is sufficient to increase their read-
ing fluency.  
4. Encourage a wide variety of reading activities.  
Make reading an integral part of your children's lives. Have them read menus, roadside signs, game di-
rections, weather reports, movie time listings, and other practical everyday information. Also, make sure 
they always have something to read in their spare time when they could be waiting for appointments or 
riding in a car.  
5. Develop the library habit.  
Entice your children to read more by taking them to the library every few weeks to get new reading mate-
rials. The library also offers reading programs for children of all ages that may appeal to your children and 
further increase their interest in reading.  
6. Be knowledgeable about your children's progress.  
Find out what reading skills they are expected to have at each grade level. The school's curriculum will 
give you this information. Track their progress in acquiring basic reading skills on report cards and stan-
dardized tests.  
7. Look for reading problems.  
Teachers do not always detect children's reading problems until they've become serious. Find out if your 
children can sound out words, know sight words, use context to identify unknown words, and clearly un-
derstand what they read.  
8. Get help promptly for reading problems.  
Reading problems do not magically disappear with time. The earlier children receive help, the more likely 
they will become good readers. Make sure your children receive necessary help from teachers, tutors, or 
learning centers as soon as you discover a problem.  
9. Use a variety of aids to help your children.  
To help your children improve their reading, use textbooks, computer programs, books-on-tape, and other 
materials available in stores. Games are especially good choices because they let children have fun as 
they work on their skills.  
10. Show enthusiasm for your children's reading.  
Your reaction has a great influence on how hard they will try to become good readers. Be sure to give 
them genuine praise for their efforts.  

10 ways to improve your reading  
by Ms. Kinzel  
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Squamish Youth Soccer Association is organizing 3 upcoming referee courses.   
A great part-time job that keeps you fit at the same time!  Adults are welcome also to 
these courses. 
 
· Small Sided course to run Fri. Sept. 25.  Details and registration at 

www.squamishsoccer.ca.  Minimum age: 12 
  
· Entry-Level (formerly Level 5)  course to run Thurs. Sept. 24, 6-10 pm, Fri. Sept. 25 9 - 

4 pm, Sat. Sept. 26 9 - 2 pm.  Registration through BC Soccer :  
https://ssl.hammersoccer.com/bcsa/ereferee/RefereeClinics.asp)  Minimum age: 14. 

 
· Referee refresher course (required yearly) to run Sat. Sept. 26, 2-5 pm. Registration 

through BC Soccer here: 
https://ssl.hammersoccer.com/bcsa/ereferee/RefereeClinics.asp 

  
Mrs. Diana Geller can be contacted for more informa tion at dgeller@sd48.bc.ca 
�

Soccer Talk with Mrs. Geller  

WB Ski and Snowboard Passes   
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JAZZ BAND  
The Jazz Band with Mr. Thomson will be starting  
Wednesday September 9th.  
Please see Mr. Thomson for details.  

 
¨ Mondays after school until 4:00 p.m.  
¨ Wednesday mornings at 7:30 a.m. 
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Don Ross Band Concert  
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Book Donations to Library  
 

If you have any gently used books that are suitable  for the Don 
Ross Library please see Ms. Wilson-Hughes or Mrs. H oskin in the 

Library.  
We appreciated anything you may want to donate.  

Thank you, 
Don Ross Readers  



French Immersion News  

Did you know that there is almost 10 million Canadians who speak French. 325 000 stu-
dents are learning in French and almost 40 000 in British-Columbia alone. Wow! And the 
numbers keep growing every year. 
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Hidden Treasures?   
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Thank you!  



Black Tusk Hike  - Grade 9’s  

Twenty lucky students will spend three days exploring the alpine area around Black 
Tusk.  The trip will be from September 23 to 25 and will be hosted by Mr. Biln and Ms. 
Henderson.   
 
Applications are on a first come first served basis and the applications received will be 
numbered in sequence of returned, completed forms to office.  
 
Deadline for applications is Wednesday September 9th at 8:15 a.m. and the cost for this 
trip will be $75.00.  If you have any concerns or questions, please contact 
dbiln@sd48.bc.ca or mhenderson@sd48.bc.ca.  
 

Keeping school grounds clean is a challenge for any school.  Last year our students did 
an excellent job keeping the school looking great with a weekly cleanup program.  We 
will continue to do this each Thursday for minutes when once class in the school will 
clean the grounds.    
 
Social responsibility is promoted and will show students they need to be aware of gar-
bage around the school, their community and how they can change their environment 
with responsible practices.  Student Leadership will be our Recycling Crew this year.  
Follow some simple tips.  

�  Bottle recycle—take off caps before  
�  Straws—must be removed 

�  Find a garbage or recycling drop before you use the ground  
 
 

Recycling Crew and Weekly Clean up  
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“What we are living with is a result of human choices and it can be changed by  
making better, wiser choices” 

-Robert Redford, Actor & Environmentalist  



Terry Fox and his Marathon of Hope  
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The Don Ross Terry Fox Run will take place  
Thursday September 17th 2009.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR   

 

SEPTEMBER 2009   
 
7    Labour Day (school closed)  
9    OL Fundraiser Meeting 
10    Black Tusk Parent Meeting  
15    PAC Meeting in Library 7:00 p.m.  
17   Terry Fox Run  
23—25   Black Tusk Hike for Grade 9 
 
 

OCTOBER 2009   
 
1    Early Dismissal 1:36 p.m. 
   Parent Teacher Meetings (More information to follow)  
12    Thanksgiving Day (school closed)  
13    HEC/TEC Comp 8 Rotation Change   
   PAC Meeting / Elections (13) 7:00 p.m. Library  
15   School Dance  
21    Photo Retakes  
23      Pro D Day (school closed)   
29   Fall Band Concert MPR 7:00 p.m.  
 

NOVEMBER 2009  
 
1    Daylights Saving Time Ends 
10    Remembrance Day Assembly 
11    Remembrance Day (school closed)    
18    Report Cards Mid-Term mailed out  

CONTACT US:  
lstare@sd48.bc.ca 

sfranchini@sd48.bc.ca 
Please make sure we have an email address for you. 

Send any new or updated addresses  to us ASAP. 
Go green. Go green. Go green.  

Thanks you, 
Ms. Stare and Ms. Franchini  
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